daniel p.s. goh 2008016. Lim. 07_Goh. Proef 1. 22-2-2008:14.36, page 110. imperial subjects who produced them in exigent situations. The British colonialists are properly called western-subjects-in-Malaya. They did not come to this part of the world with subjectivities fully formed and operative but became who they were in the close colonial encounters they experienced in Malaya.
To unpack this, it would be instructive to recall that, in Lacanian theory, it is a fundamental human condition that the subject is formed around an impossibility. This impossibility is the absolute disjuncture between the ego's symbolic system and the materially real. In the formation of a subject, the ego identifies first with its imaginary other to realize for the very first time that it is a complete entity separate from its material environment. This imaginary identification is subsequently overlaid by the ego's identification with the symbolic Other, which grants the ego a worldview that organizes its imaginary perceptions and makes them meaningful. The demand of the symbolic Other is performative. It generates the desire to act on the materially real but is silent on the end and the means, thereby revealing the gap between the symbolic and the material. The imaginary other appears as the object of desire in the subject's fantasy, which has two functions. While the fantasy guides the subject in the performance of the symbolic vis-à-vis the materially real, it also paradoxically produces the gap as traumatic so as to conceal it as such. With the "Malay" other as the object of desire, the ideological fantasy of British Malaya guides colonial state formation and produces the gap between the symbolic discourse of Civilization and the transnational material realities facing the colony as traumatically "Chinese" so as to conceal it as such.
To reach this conclusion, I read the stylized accounts of two British statesmen. Frank Swettenham took part in the violent extension of British influence over Perak, from 1874 to 1876, and subsequently became Resident of Selangor in 1882 and Perak in 1889, the inaugural Resident General of the Federated Malay States in 1896 and Governor in 1901 . In British Malaya (Swettenham, 1948 , a semi-autobiographical narrative on the formation of the federation, Swettenham provided a standard historical text cited by historians and colonial officials who sought to formulate policy that remained true to the original purpose of British rule. Although Swettenham published many short Malayan stories, he did not attain the literary acclaim received by Hugh Clifford. From 1887 to 1888, Clifford was instrumental in bringing Pahang under British "protection", and a few years later, in putting down a major revolt there that catalyzed the federation. He was Resident of Pahang
